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Mevagissey Climate & Biodiversity Action Plan
How our community can contribute to the preservation of nature and a sustainable climate 
Mevagissey Climate Action Group 
Version 1.0, August 2022


“If we continue on our current path, we face the collapse of everything that gives us our security: food production, access to fresh water, habitable ambient temperature and ocean-food chains. And if the natural world can no longer support the most basic of our needs, then much of the rest of civilisation will collapse.”
Sir David Attenborough, UK broadcaster, speaking to the UN Security Council, February 2021

--------------

“Even if you never have the chance to see or touch the ocean, the ocean touches you with every breath you take, every drop of water you drink, every bite you consume. Everyone everywhere is inextricably connected to and utterly dependent upon the existence of the sea.”

Dr Sylvia Earle, US marine biologist

--------------

“Parish and town councils may not be as powerful as local authorities, but they can ‘do their bit’ in addressing the climate and nature emergency and be a force for change.”

 Mike Childs, Friends of the Earth
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Change control 
This document will evolve through further issues.

When substantive changes are made a new primary issue (e.g. 2.0) will be made.
In other circumstances minor updates (Version 1.1.) will be made.
Changes from previous 

None. This is the first formal issue. 

1. Message from Mevagissey Parish Council
Climate change emergency
There is now international scientific consensus that the world’s climate is warming and that increases above 1.5 degrees Celsius will significantly escalate the risks of extreme weather events of various kinds (storms, floods, heatwaves, droughts, etc.). Following the declarations announced at COP26 in Glasgow, we all know that climate change will have a huge impact on both our lives and those of generations to come. Never in its history has humanity faced the threat of self-inflicted collapse of our life-giving natural world, requiring drastic changes to how we live our lives across all society.
In Cornwall, people are taking on the challenge, with Cornwall Council declaring a climate emergency in January 2019 in recognition of the need to take urgent action and set an ambitious target for the county to work toward becoming carbon neutral by 2030. In July 2019, they approved their Climate Action Plan and began formulating their Climate Change Development Plan to ‘strengthen existing policies, create new ones and make allocations that address the climate change issues affecting Cornwall’
. We, the councillors of Mevagissey Parish Council, declared a climate emergency in August 2019 for the parish of Mevagissey to match this ambition for carbon neutrality
. Carbon neutrality means creating a balance between emitting carbon and absorbing carbon from the atmosphere in carbon sinks (trees, oceans, or man-made ‘sequestration’ stores). In the context of a small parish like ours, this comes down mainly to reducing our carbon footprint to the extent possible by a mixture of individual and collective initiatives that centre on the ways we choose to live our lives. In other words, to become carbon neutral the parish must reduce as much climate-damaging carbon and other greenhouse gas
 emissions as possible every single year. Our Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) from 2017
 mentioned the potential of providing the community with sustainable energy. Such an ambition is reflected in part by the responses of our community survey, conducted in spring 2022, showing that one in three respondents (33%) would like to see solar farms in the fields of the parish, and one in three respondents (34%) would like to see wind farms in the parish. As a council, we will explore options to do so, ensuring our action reflects the will of the community.
The Parish Council commissioned a carbon audit to assess energy demand and supply of our parish, providing a quantifiable understanding of what the carbon footprint of Mevagissey currently is. It examined household and commercial electricity demands, special heating demands, transport oil demands, and also the issue of fuel poverty in our community.  The carbon audit is a starting point from which we can commence our path to carbon neutrality, and measure progress in the years ahead. We intend to repeat the carbon audit regularly, to see and quantify the progress we all are making with our efforts to reduce our collective carbon footprint. Updated audits will show the areas where we need to achieve further carbon reductions, with the aim of matching Cornwall Council’s ambition to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030.
Biodiversity emergency
Coupled with the threat of climate change, the natural world around us is becoming highly stressed due to resource extraction, habitat modification, pollution, and the arrival of invasive species that outcompete native species. The State of Nature Cornwall 2020 report
 reveals threats to local wildlife, with 12% of species of principal importance threatened with local extinction and almost a quarter of all terrestrial mammals and butterfly species at risk. We have lost 150km (93 miles) of Cornish hedges since 1990, a key habitat and wildlife corridor enabling isolated species to move freely. Furthermore, at sea, nature faces threats from intensive fishing and marine pollution. In a county renowned for its Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, such threats to our biodiversity are of grave concern. In order to reverse these trends, we must enhance and improve the most important natural habitats within our parish, which include trees and woodland, hedgerows, meadows, parks, green spaces and verges, and bodies of water (streams, ponds and beaches)./
In November 2021 Cornwall Council declared an ecological emergency in a bid to tackle the decline of wildlife and nature, alongside the development of a strategy to manage 30% of our land and seas for nature by 2030
. We, Mevagissey Parish Council, declared a biodiversity emergency in January 2022. We intend to  install a permanent working group to support the parish in launching and conducting multiple actions to contribute to a decisive reduction in CO2 emissions in the parish2. We also encourage actions to stop and, where possible, reverse biodiversity loss on land and in the sea around us. A biodiversity audit is currently being undertaken.  The results will be published in October  2022. Until then, we base our actions on data available for parishes similar to ours, such as Gorran Haven. What is clear is that we all can take small day-to-day actions to contribute to thriving biodiversity.
Ambitions of the Parish Council

In the coming 8 years, we need the engagement of everyone: our families, schools, businesses, community groups and even visitors.  We must all take every opportunity to tackle the issues that affect the future of our community and the natural environment around us, including on land and at sea. A basic assumption is that all of us can make a difference
. We will guide our decisions via multiple scientific studies, our own carbon audit, international agreements and UK legislation, as well as various Cornwall Council policies
.  The threats of climate change and biodiversity loss should influence decision making at every level of democracy, from parish council to Cornwall Council, and beyond. We need and will ask for support from local and central government to help underserved communities to urgently reduce climate risk and adapt to the changing environment, which is expected to manifest as stronger and more frequent storms, heatwaves, droughts, tidal surges, flash and tidal floods. All these actions are intended to mitigate the worst effects of both the changing climate and biodiversity loss on the people, nature, buildings, businesses and infrastructure of our community, and enhance our overall wellbeing today and for future generations.
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2. Executive summary
Document rationale
This document defines key medium- and longer-term goals, related policies and the required short-term activities Mevagissey Parish Council is committed to undertaking to address the climate and biodiversity emergencies. Where possible, the document links a time frame to each proposed action.  The document was motivated by the Cornwall Council climate change plan1, climate action plans of other Cornish town and parish councils such as Redruth
, Helston and Portreath, and the Goran Parish Biodiversity Audit. It was also inspired by knowledge and information of a variety of civil society organisations such as Greenpeace and Friends of the Earth, as well as inspirational figures such as Sir David Attenborough. It was drafted as a joint effort of the Parish Climate Action group with the help of Dr Julian Donald
, and reflects findings of the first carbon audit, which the Parish Council conducted in 2019
. In addition, findings of a parish-wide survey from spring 2022 are reflected in this document. This plan was presented for public discussion in a Parish Council meeting in summer 2022. Subsequently it will be submitted to Cornwall Council. This document is a precursor to the revision of the Mevagissey Neighbourhood Plan. 
Document structure and key take-home messages
The main message of this document is to encourage our community to transition to a more climate and biodiversity friendly lifestyle, thus becoming more resilient.  The Parish Council will, within its remits, support the community in adapting to the coming changes. 
In section 3, we summarise the lessons of the carbon audit11, which indicates where our carbon footprint comes from. According to the carbon audit, our main sources of climate- harming CO2 are transport and the way we heat our often poorly insulated homes. We outline the findings of the latest community survey, which informs our short-term actions and longer-term policies regarding the climate emergency. We address the biggest climate-derived risk to our village – the various forms of flooding – and the Parish Council motivations and actions to address this.  We provide ideas for short-term actions to be undertaken, such as keeping the community informed and up to date, establishing an action plan and supporting budget, and calling out for stakeholder engagement and support. 
Section 4 sets out 7 policies to help us to reduce our carbon footprint and enhance biodiversity in our parish.  Each policy is broken down by priority actions, intrinsically linked to addressing the areas highlighted in the carbon audit, and broader actions to enable broader decarbonisation of the parish. These policies are the following: 1. Engaging with and enabling the community; 2. Promoting reduction of consumption and waste; 3. Reducing energy demand and producing clean energy; 4. Biodiversity – green spaces for nature and wildlife through the restoration of valued habitats; 5. Supporting sustainable transport; 6. Supporting local businesses to reduce the environmental impact of their commercial activities; 7. Building a stronger and more resilient community.
In Section 5 we share ideas and action parishioners can undertake to help our natural environment, reduce our personal carbon footprints, and adapt to the changes that are coming, from providing for pollinators to reducing water and carbon consumption. Further resources are provided in the references and concluding appendices.
3. A path to carbon neutrality for Mevagissey
3.1 Lessons learnt from the Mevagissey carbon audit
The Parish Council-commissioned carbon audit11 marks a starting point for our path to carbon neutrality. The audit focused on how to reduce identified greenhouse gas emissions. Its results, based at the end of 2020, show that Mevagissey parish is responsible for over 15,600 tonnes per year of carbon dioxide equivalent emissions. Of this, nearly three-quarters is due to the use of fuel oils (diesel and petrol), mainly for transport on land (see Figures 1–5). Some key take-aways:
· Total domestic car travel for the parish is around 27,900 megawatt hours per year (MWh/yr), involving over 6 million km or 3.8 million miles per year being travelled collectively by parish residents.

· The audit suggests that direct fossil fuel heating provides around 60% of heating needs, and electricity provides approximately 40% of local space and water heating. 
· The diesel fuel used by the local fishing vessels working out of the harbour is estimated by the harbour master as being around 350,000 litres per year. This is some 3,700 MWh/yr in energy terms.
The remainder of the demand is mainly electricity. Non-domestic-sector buildings represent 3,800 MWh/yr (excluding the businesses operating on a domestic tariff), producing around 1,100 tonnes per year (tpa) of carbon emissions. With tourism representing roughly 80% of local business, this equates to over 900tpa of carbon emissions. 
3.2 Thoughts and conclusions regarding the 2022 Parish Survey 
The Parish Council undertook a survey in the parish, addressing – among other issues – the climate and biodiversity emergencies. More than 40% of households participated in the survey, with over 500 returned questionnaires (postal and online). About 50% of the residents told us that they are satisfied with the council’s action on the climate emergency. We assume that some of the remaining 50% would want us to do more, and even those satisfied would most likely prefer to see more action.
According to the survey, there is already some rainwater harvesting going on and the electric/hybrid car ownership was higher than we expected. Forty-five per cent claimed that they would use bus services more if they were more frequent. Only slightly fewer (41%) claimed that they would use bus services more if they stopped in parts of Mevagissey and Portmellon that they don’t normally go to at the moment. Eight per cent of respondents would be interested in a car share scheme, and only 1% currently participate in such a scheme. The majority of respondents expressed their support for solar panels on roofs, and less than half of the respondents (47%) said no to solar farms on the fields of Mevagissey.
Taking the survey results into account the Parish Council is:  
1. Showing ongoing commitment to the community, supporting other local councils and joining the body of parish councils demanding supportive action from Westminster via our elected member of parliament to significantly reduce our greenhouse gas emissions in line with the target for 2030. 

2. Taking responsibility for the impact of its decisions on the carbon footprint and the consequences for biodiversity in the parish. The council therefore aims at choosing the lowest greenhouse gas footprint solution in its decision making. The same applies to safeguarding biodiversity within the parish boundary. 
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Figure 1. Commercial electricity demand of the parish by sector (MWh). Services include the GP, churches, social club, preschool, primary school and activity centre.
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Figure 2. Domestic space heating energy demand of the parish (MWh).
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Figure 3. Transport oil demand of domestic, freight and fishing industry for the parish (MWh).
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Figure 4. Carbon emissions for the parish (tonnage of CO2 equivalent) emitted annually.
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Figure 5. Carbon emissions for the parish (tonnage of CO2 equivalent) emitted annually, with a breakdown of the contribution of oil from different sectors.

3.3 Increased floods in Mevagissey
Amongst the known consequences of global warming are rising sea levels (due to melting polar ice caps) and severe weather events. Both categories will contribute to increased frequency and severity of land flooding events in coastal areas such as Mevagissey. Such events fall into three broad categories as follows.
1. Flash flooding, caused by localised heavy rainfall of unusual volume and/or duration, leading to overwhelming of surface water drainage systems and inundation of streets 
and properties in low-lying areas.


2. Fluvial flooding, caused when excessive or prolonged rainfall leads to rivers overflowing their banks and flooding downstream areas.


3. Sea/tidal flooding of coastal areas, caused by a mixture of spring tides, adverse winds and low atmospheric pressure.
Because Mevagissey village is a coastal settlement, at or near sea level and with a river running through (under) it to an exit in the inner harbour, it is prone to all the above risks and has experienced all of them on several occasions within the last decade. Similarly, Portmellon (part of the parish of Mevagissey) is open to tidal surges and extensive sea flooding, especially during south-easterly storms.
Of particular concern is the possibility of a combination of all the above occurring at the same time, especially if happening at the time of rising or surging sea levels. Such an event occurring at high spring tide would mean that flash and fluvial flood waters would be unable to flow away via surface or river water routes to the sea if the harbour were to become overwhelmed by the sea, and the duration of such an event could last for some six hours (~3 hours either side of high water), during which major inundation damage could occur to homes and other properties and even (in the worst circumstances) to human life.
A consequence of any event that leads to the flooding of surface water drains and inundation of low-lying areas is that debris (including street litter) is washed out to sea as the flood waters subside.
The Parish Council will, within its remit, continue to seek collaboration with other stakeholders (e.g. Harbour Board, Cornwall Council, member of parliament, Environment Agency and Heligan Estate/Trevarth) on how to best adapt to the growing challenges associated with flooding.
3.4 Short-term activities to adequately react to the emergencies
Emergencies require urgent action. We hereby propose ways to quickly support the community in adapting and reacting to the consequences of a changing climate. The Parish Council will instigate the actions that can be taken immediately for little or no cost, and that will have an immediate impact. 
Proposed short-term (1–2 years) actions:
	A: Keep knowledge about the emergencies updated and inform the community ongoingly 

	· Seek knowledge and the latest (scientific) advice on climate-related action. 

· Ensure access for all councillors to ongoing climate and biodiversity loss literacy training.
· Support climate literacy training for children within our community and link with the primary school programme. Seek a dialogue with the primary school (staff and governors) concerning the climate literacy training given to pupils, to explore how we as a community can support this work to the extent possible.
· Keep all councillors and the parish informed of progress (briefings, minutes, etc.). 

· Work with Cornwall-based organisations like Community Energy Plus (CEP)
 to be able to provide the most up-to-date information available. Timeline: start in summer 2022
· Communicate, e.g. via public meetings and social media, the outcome of the carbon audit 2020 and ongoing trends to the community and, according to actions taken to reduce carbon, identify targets for the parish and track progress against these targets and update the audit accordingly. Timeline: every 3 years, starting in 2023 

	B: Plans and budgets 

	· Draft a climate and biodiversity action plan by mid-2022 and present it to the village by the latest at the end of 2022. Timeline of the plan needs regular update, at least every two  years
· Equip the parish climate and biodiversity actions with an annual budget for events, studies, research, awareness-raising campaigns and materials. 

· Actively promote the parish to reduce overall consumption, reduce waste and increase recycling. Timeline: ongoing


	C: Reach out to parish and other stakeholders for cooperation and synergies

	· Actively communicate the outcome of various studies, e.g. the alternative energy assessment, with the parish via council meetings, additional public events, webpage and social media. 
· Explore open-minded ideas and prioritise actions, feeding back regularly to council meetings. Timeline: ongoing
· Cooperate with all people and groups willing to support the Climate Action Group as well as the Parish Council as a whole (such as researchers, climate experts, environmental groups,  etc.).
· Cooperate with other local councils and join the body of councils lobbying Westminster for support with funding for carbon reduction schemes. Timeline: ongoing
· Engage regularly with the community via the Parish Council and the Climate Action Group website/Facebook group (monthly via minutes at least, press releases, etc.). 

· Engage with other parish councils, Cornwall Council and national organisations to promote actions, policies and legislation to combat the impact of climate change and biodiversity loss, sharing information and experience. 

· Combine resources with other parishes and stakeholders for larger cross-community events.
· Support the activities of tree wardens in the parish and promote their actions in combatting common tree diseases and preserving tree life to the extent possible. 

· Support the Parish Council’s own Climate Action Group, composed of local councillors, constituents, experts, organisations and members of the community, to focus on addressing the emergency. Timeline: ongoing
· Minimise the amount of printed matter, and where print is essential use recycled paper and recycle all waste. 

· Promote the use of recycled paper and environmentally friendly cleaning products in all Parish Council-supported facilities. Timeline: summer 2022 
· Stop the use of weedkillers and other chemicals in parks and green spaces and on verges and paths
. Timeline: summer 2022
·  Use public notice boards to promote awareness and environmental initiatives. For example, ‘how to be an eco-friendly visitor’, highlighting which establishments in the village offer water refills, rent out electric cars or bikes, bus times, car shares. Timeline: autumn 2022
· Commit to using local suppliers wherever possible for the supply of goods and services and consider potential carbon emissions, not just price, when awarding contracts. Timeline: 2022
· Commit to minimising the impact of parish councillors’ activities on the environment. For example, avoid unnecessary travel or use shared cars. Timeline: immediately 


	D: Reach out to policy makers on local and national level 

	· Request that Cornwall Council switch to a renewable energy supplier for all Cornwall Council-run buildings/street lighting etc. Timeline: by the end of 2022 
· Request that Cornwall Council install LED/low-energy bulbs in all Parish Council-run buildings/streetlights and encourage others to follow this path. Timeline: by the end of 2022 
· Request that Cornwall Council promote and introduce energy-saving and carbon-reduction schemes in Mevagissey parish and elsewhere (community-based renewable energy, car share, etc.).  Timeline: ongoing 

· Provide input to a revised NDP supporting high standards of energy efficiency and including renewable energy in residential and commercial buildings. Timeline: when NDP is revised



4. Policies to tackle the climate crisis and reverse biodiversity loss
In addition to the above short-term actions and to support implementation of the policies outlined below, the council will continue to set aside an annual budget within the overall budget of the parish. The climate and biodiversity emergencies will remain a regular topic on the agenda of Parish Council meetings. Councillors and community members are actively supported to act and communicate on these with the parish. 
	Policy 1: Engaging with and enabling the community

	The Parish Council will commit to engaging with and supporting the community, empowering it to take the actions required to become carbon neutral by 2030. 
The priority actions for the Parish Council are:

· Complete a carbon audit every two years to understand the trajectory of the parish’s emissions and efficacy of decarbonisation actions, and share the results with the community. 
· Encourage, support and promote community initiatives and actions to help improve decarbonisation knowledge.
Other actions for the Parish Council to explore:

· Promote initiatives in community publications (the Tower and Spire) and social media and on noticeboards. 

· Help promote and support events to raise awareness, educate and upskill. 

· Encourage as many people as possible to calculate their carbon footprint by sharing online tools. (See Section 5.5
· Encourage parishioners and council to avoid pesticides and weedkillers, to leave ‘wild’ spaces in gardens, verges and recreation areas. 

· Give pollinators an extra boost in our backyards by planting a variety of wild flowers and native plants to provide nectar.
· Promote saving water, collecting rainwater where possible, and the use of eco-friendly washing powders and cosmetics.
· Raise awareness about the impact of night light on wildlife, and encourage people to turn off outside lights and streetlights so as not to disturb nocturnal creatures and insects (as well as saving energy)
.
· Encourage Cornwall Council to reduce the overall number of streetlights and convert remaining ones to electricity-efficient lighting installed in the least harmful way for night wildlife
.
· Encourage residents to cultivate ‘no dig’ gardens for growing their own vegetables using organic methods, including composting. 

· Promote putting up bat and bird boxes within the parish community (on Cornwall Council and private land.
· Promote creation of new habitats with log piles and child-safe ponds where possible within the parish community.  

· Promote the growing of local fruit varieties and traditional vegetables and flowers on accessible pockets of land. 

· Encourage people to have allotments. Find local land allocations for this. 

· Promote the planting of native hedgerows and tree species in available spaces.
· Encourage sensitive hedgerow management (using non-intrusive trimming methods)

· Support swap groups for preloved clothes.


	Policy 2: Promoting reduction of consumption and waste

	The Parish Council will actively support and promote initiatives that seek to reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill from the parish.
The priority actions for the Parish Council are:

· Require, through local plan policies, that new housing developments include incorporation of renewable energy and use low-carbon materials, and that the buildings meet extremely high energy-efficient standards.
· Encourage Cornwall Council to support planning applications that use the ‘Net Zero Carbon Toolkit’
.
· Continue efforts to reduce its own consumption and waste.
Other actions for the Parish Council to explore:

· Explore possibilities to install water fountains in the village to allow people to refill bottles with drinking water.
· Engage with Cornwall Council to secure strategically placed local recycling facilities.
· Continue to work to find sustainability solutions to the recycling challenge in the parish. 
· Support community composting schemes. 

· Keep up the search for possible sites for allotments or shared vegetable gardens. 

· Support advice sessions by councillors or community groups with regard to recycling, composting and food growing. 

· Support repair/upcycling/reusing projects (e.g. the ‘men in sheds’ project at the Mac). 

· Support plastic-free initiatives to reduce our use of single plastic, e.g. with UK organisations like Surfers Against Sewage
.
· Continue community beach cleans and litter picks.
· Work with South West Water and promote water saving.


	Policy 3: Reducing energy demand and producing clean energy

	The Neighbourhood Development Plan mentions a policy
 for sustainable energy provision and use to protect the health and comfort of residents. The carbon audit also identified that the majority of the parish’s carbon footprint is linked to domestic and commercial energy consumption. Accordingly, the Parish Council will support initiatives to reduce the use of energy originating from fossil fuels and encourage the generation of ‘clean’ energy within the parish.
The priority action for the Parish Council is:

· Explore feasibility, identify sites and support the development of a community renewable energy scheme that enables both the decarbonisation of the parish and reduced energy bills for local residents and business owners.
Other actions for the Parish Council to explore:

· Communicate the outcome of the carbon reduction assessment with the wider community.
· Conduct research on the feasibility of providing the parish with renewable energy systems, based on local and national experience and best practice.
· Promote domestic renewable energy projects like solar, wind and ground source heat pumps.
· Help identify suitable sites for community-led renewable energy projects. 

· Raise awareness about the connection between planning, housing, energy consumption and biodiversity loss, e.g. through articles in the local press and/or on the website.
· Encourage planning applications that optimise the use of good environmental design, technology and materials that minimise the carbon cost of the building itself and the lifetime running costs.
· Support local and national initiatives to increase environmental standards in planning reforms and local plans. 

· Encourage Cornwall Council to switch some of the streetlights at night off at a safe and appropriate time or install wildlife-friendly sensors14. 

· Encourage households to check the energy efficiency of their homes.
· Promote government grants to improve energy performance of buildings and provide assistance with applications for those who need it (e.g. pop-up surgeries).
· Develop a programme to facilitate transition to low-carbon heating for homes and businesses (eliminating coal and oil dependency in the parish).
· Encourage local builders to  run DIY demonstration sessions in typically constructed homes to show how they can be made more energy efficient and reduce the cost of fuel bills, for example by draughtproofing windows and doors, increasing insulation.
· Offer the community the use of a thermal imaging camera to show heat loss from buildings and houses in Mevagissey. 

· Encourage residents to switch to a 100% renewable supplier for electricity and gas if appropriate.


	Policy 4: Biodiversity – green spaces

	The Parish Council will work in close relationship with Cornwall Council to conserve and enhance the natural environment, making space for nature and wildlife through the restoration of valued habitats, biodiversity and green spaces whilst protecting key landscape features. 
The priority action for the Parish Council is:

· Consult with local environmental experts and Cornwall Council to formulate a biodiversity management plan to manage green spaces, verges and pathways to erase the use of harmful pesticides, maximise carbon sequestration and promote sustainable biodiversity.
Other actions for the Parish Council to explore:
· Strive to create nature reserve areas.
· Tree wardens confirmed by the council to be active in conserving and extending our stock of native trees in close cooperation with Cornwall Council and Forest for Cornwall.
· Encourage a reduction in lawn-mowing activities on public spaces, but leave pathways free for dog and other walkers
.
· Seek close cooperation with local expertise such as Heligan Gardens and use their knowledge and resources with a combining programme. 

· Encourage residents to eliminate the use of harmful weedkillers and pesticides12.
· Emphasise soil health where possible and before and during any planting initiative. 

· Identify potential sites for tree planting. Launch a tree-planting scheme in conjunction with the Forest for Cornwall initiative and promote bird and insect boxes. 

· Work with stakeholders such as Cornwall Council to reduce mowing and encourage rewilding within the parish. 

· Where possible, make children’s play areas more natural, including habitats for wildlife to the extent possible.
· Monitor, preserve and protect existing natural wildlife habitats, including marine life. 

· Promote educational workshops to encourage rewilding of gardens, food growing and planting for biodiversity where possible, in close cooperation with Heligan Gardens.
· Create wildlife friendly ponds where possible
.
· Encourage creation and preservation of bee, moth and other insect friendly spaces, e.g. in cemeteries and in parks, walls and tree trunks.
· Encourage and promote community vegetable growing projects according to the latest climate science e.g. ‘no-dig’ vegetables.
· Keep streams and other watercourses free flowing and clear of rubbish. 

· Establish corridors for wildlife and space for nature (for example pocket parks).
· Follow Cornwall Council’s measures to protect and enhance the dark night sky throughout Cornwall, with additional emphasis where there are Dark Sky designations.
· Encourage all new development to demonstrate how external lighting can protect the night sky from light pollution through

– The number, design, specification and position of lamps.
– Full shielding (at the horizontal and above) of any lighting fixture exceeding 500 initial lumens, and evidence of limited impact of unshielded lighting through adaptive controls.
– Limiting the correlated colour temperature of lamps to 3000 Kelvins or less.

· Encourage the retro-fitting of existing street lighting with Dark Sky compliant LEDs and/or shielding to prevent light spillage
.


	Policy 5: Supporting ways to change how we move around

	In the household survey conducted in March 2022, 45% of respondents claimed that they would use bus services more if they were more frequent and the buses would increase the reach out in the Parish. Alongside this, transport was identified as another major cause of emissions within the Parish, as the community continues to use personal transport. The Parish Council will work with Cornwall Council to help reduce dependency on fossil fuels for travel and improve safety and accessibility of pedestrian and cycle routes by 2024. 
The priority actions for the Parish Council are:

· Lobby Cornwall Council to improve the frequency of public transport and encourage greater public transport accessibility while maintaining affordability for the community. 

· Promote the reduction of car use, encourage car sharing, and explore the possibility of facilitating a commercial car club. 

Other actions for the Parish Council to explore:

· Promote cycling and walking (including walk-to-school initiatives
). 

· Provide more cycle parking. 

· Improve road safety and speed reduction zones, maintain safe walking and cycling paths and keep road signage clear. 

· Consider weight/size restrictions for heavy goods vehicles travelling through the parish. 
· Encourage the use of electric cars. Aspire to all new buildings having sufficient charging points to meet future needs. Consider sites for communal charging points for homes without off-road parking, and for visitors. 

· Support the work of the Carbon Action Network in community-led initiatives. 

· Conduct a study to examine ways of reducing car traffic in the streets of Mevagissey harbour area, particularly in the tourist season. Find ways to install pedestrian walkways only to the extent possible.


	Policy 6: Supporting local businesses

	The Parish Council hereby encourages the use of local services and products and offers to work closely with local businesses to help them to reduce the environmental impact of their commercial activities.
The priority actions for the Parish Council are:

· Support and encourage carbon literacy training to enable local businesses to put in place their own decarbonisation plans.
· Ask local businesses to give priority to local suppliers in their own procurement process. 
Other actions for the Parish Council to explore:

· Encourage plastic free, water refill and other carbon reduction initiatives and promote/encourage businesses that achieve these. 

· Support initiatives to welcome visitors such as information points and signage and promote environmentally responsible behaviour.  

This might include the following:
· Create a ‘green’ directory of local businesses and services. 

· Encourage carbon audits for businesses. 

· Establish a local produce market; swap self-produced food and vegetables.  

· Consider a system for waste food. 

· Consider introducing a climate charter/pledge for businesses. 

· Promote a climate-specific guide to being a responsible visitor
. 

· Welcome visitors – information centre, historical tours. 


	Policy 7: Building a stronger and more resilient community

	The Parish Council recognises that many of the initiatives to tackle the climate emergency also reap benefits in terms of health and wellbeing. It will reach out to other stakeholders to discuss and promote solutions that will help to strengthen the community and make it more flood, heat, storm and drought resilient. 
The priority actions for the Parish Council are:
· Use meetings and social media, and coordinate with the Parish Magazine newsletters for space to acknowledge and promote local initiatives and their positive impacts. 

· Allocate council meeting time to review the lessons that can be learnt from other parishes, Cornwall Council, the wider environmental community in the UK and its closest neighbours and other countries, and consider how these might influence local policies and priorities in the future. 

Other actions for the Parish Council to explore:

· Look actively for opportunities to engage with younger members of the community and understand their needs, and where possible designate a Parish Council volunteer to fulfil this.
· Consider making more spaces available for sports and exercise (an outdoor gym, for example, next to children’s playgrounds).
· Support nature- and climate-related events that bring the community together. 


5. Some suggestions for easy-to-take actions by residents

The following are suggestions and information sources for those who want to become active right now to preserve and enhance biodiversity in the village and to reduce their own carbon footprint. 
5.1 How we can enhance biodiversity around us 

Biodiversity is more than simply the collection of plants and animals on Earth: it is about local ecosystems and promoting healthy conditions for organisms to thrive. While protecting the rainforests, Antarctica or the oceans sounds like a too big and daunting task, there is a lot we can all do to promote and preserve local biodiversity at home. So, increasing biodiversity in your garden doesn’t have to be hard, nor does it have to compromise the way your garden looks. Just a few small changes will benefit the creatures that call your garden home.
Here are some ideas we have researched from various sources

:
1. Leave a simple pile of old wood in a corner of your garden – this can provide a habitat for insects and fungi.
2. A pile of rocks in another corner can provide shelter.
3. If you replace non-native plants with native plant species, biodiversity in your garden will flourish. 

4. Create a ‘wild corner’ where you leave weeds to grow – this will attract the most interesting bugs and it’s a good way to start your own herbarium, and you’ll be amazed how beautiful some weeds are.

5. Turn off all lights, even the little solar lights, during the dark hours, to give wildlife a rest from artificial lights and light pollution. 

6. Save the bees. You can help by planting nectar-producing wild flowers in your back garden, or even building bee boxes for local bees to call home.
7. Reduce your fresh water consumption. Biodiversity depends on the abundance of local fresh water. It would help our wildlife if we all could reduce our water consumption. For example, taking four-minute or less time-intensive showers and turning the water off while washing our hands, doing the dishes or brushing our teeth are all easy ways to conserve water. Rainwater harvesting is another way to save water, especially useful for watering the garden and flushing toilets. We could even think of collecting our waste water from the shower or bath and using it to flush the toilet. Remember, one flush can consume up to 8 litres of drinking water! 
8. Reduce, reuse, recycle. Recycling lessens pollution by decreasing energy, electricity and water consumption and the need for landfills. Not only can you recycle bottles and cans, but your local recycling centre will usually allow you to recycle clothes, electrical goods and batteries. 
9. Rethink the use of chemicals in households and gardens. Drastically reduced use or best avoidance of weedkillers like Roundup and other chemicals such as pesticides or herbicides in your garden will help to enhance wildlife and wild flowers. Try to use environmentally friendly washing powder, cleaning products and dishwashing liquid, best from a refill facility. 
5.2 How we can decrease our carbon emissions to reach net zero by 2030
To keep the warming of the planet below 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels, each person in the UK should not use more than 2 tonnes of greenhouse gases per year. The average carbon footprint per person in the UK, per year, is 12.7 tonnes of CO2 equivalent (CO2e), whereas the global average is around 5 tonnes of CO2e
. We need to drastically reduce our footprint. If you want to find out what your current carbon footprint is and where it mostly comes from, you can start with a little survey to measure your footprint regarding housing, travel and consumption, using a carbon calculator
.  Here are 5 top tips to reduce your carbon emissions:
1. Use heating controls

One step to cutting carbon emissions is to take control of our heating, which due to the energy crisis many of us will be forced to do anyway. To do this effectively, for a central heating system you’ll need a timer or programmer, a room thermostat and thermostatic radiator valves.
2. Reduce water consumption 
Here we see the interconnection between climate change and biodiversity loss. We do not only need to save our water for the sake of biodiversity: it also takes a lot of energy to make drinking water and to treat and return waste water back into our environment
. Try to reduce your water consumption as much as possible. As we have seen above, this will also help biodiversity recovery.
3. Reduce meat and dairy products

Reducing meat and dairy products is one of the biggest ways to reduce your environmental impact on the planet. Studies suggest that a high-fibre, plant-based diet is also better for your health – so it can be a win–win. Eat fewer or smaller portions of meat, especially red meat, which has the largest environmental impact, and reduce dairy products or switch them for non-dairy alternatives. 
4. Fruit and vegetable consumption

Try to choose fresh, seasonal produce that is grown locally to help reduce the carbon emissions from transportation, preservation and prolonged refrigeration
.
5. Reduce your car journeys

Using our cars for even a small journey has become a very convenient way to move around. Yet personal car use worldwide is a huge contributor to the climate emergency. We encourage all of us to rethink small journeys and where possible to walk or join up with others instead. Bus fares have come down recently, with Cornwall Council implementing a long-standing promise to make public transport more affordable. Car sharing for trips is also an option that creates win–win for many: the people who share, the people who live in the community, who enjoy improved air quality, as well as the carbon consumption of the people involved. A car share website could be set up to facilitate this.
6. Further resources
The items listed below provide further resources and context for the points outlined in the document above.
Carbon footprint calculators 
https://zero.giki.earth/
https://carbon-calculator.climatehero.me/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/carbon-calculator

Organisations 
https://www.theccc.org.uk/  UK Climate Change Committee
https://www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk/
https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/hub-page/carbon-neutral-cornwall

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment/countryside/forest-for-cornwall-programme/

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/people-and-communities/grants-advice-service/
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/
https://www.sas.org.uk/about-us/

Useful ideas and links
https://www.cse.org.uk/advice Centre for Sustainable Energy (‘Love your home’)

https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/how-green-mortgages-can-encourage-home-energy-efficiency-improvements/ Green mortgages and energy efficiency

https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/energy-at-home/ Energy advice for your home 

Legislation and policies 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents Climate Change Act 2008
�








� Polstreath Beach, Mevagissey:Artwork provided  by  performance artist Sarah Olsen and photographer Matthew Facey who have been working collaborative since 2017.This work, Meva Rose reflects the artist’santicipation of potential sea level risearound the coastline of Mevagissey and beyond


� https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment/climate-emergency/our-action-plan/


� https://www.mevagisseyclimateaction.org/


� ‘Human activities – especially � HYPERLINK "https://www.britannica.com/science/fossil-fuel" �fossil-fuel� combustion since the Industrial Revolution – are responsible for steady increases in atmospheric concentrations of various greenhouse gases, especially carbon dioxide, methane, ozone, and � HYPERLINK "https://www.britannica.com/science/chlorofluorocarbon" �chlorofluorocarbons� (CFCs).’ https://www.britannica.com/science/greenhouse-gas


� � HYPERLINK "http://mevagisseyparishcouncil.co.uk/NDP/NDP%20Issue%202.0.pdf" �Mevagissey Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) �Page 5, Policy No 10. Providing for sustainable energy provision and use to protect the health and comfort of residents. https://www.mevagisseyparishcouncil.co.uk


� https://www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk/what-we-do/about-us/state-nature-cornwall-2020-report


� https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/nature-recovery


� UN Secretary-General António Guterres, speaking at the launch of the 2021 UNEP report Making Peace with Nature. https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20585.doc.htm


� https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment/climate-emergency/


� Imagine by Bred Ryder, Guardian


� http://www.redruth-tc.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/climate%20action%20plan%201120.pdf


� Dr Julian Donald is a Research Fellow of the Centre for Ecology and Conservation,


University of Exeter – Penryn Campus – Cornwall, UK and was placed with the Parish Council within the FOAM Evidence Support Initiative Project supporting the climate action group, e.g. by revising this document 


� http://www.mevagisseyclimateaction.org/MevagisseyCarbonAudit.pdf


� Charts modified from those produced by Megan Whatty, based on Carbon Audit 2020


� Community Energy plus is a Cornwall-based social enterprise that provides complete energy answers to help householders in Cornwall enjoy warmer, energy efficient homes as part of a more sustainable future. � HYPERLINK "https://www.cep.org.uk/" �Community Energy Plus | Independent Energy Experts (cep.org.uk)� 


� ‘The harsh chemicals in commercial herbicides can contaminate soil or groundwater. They can also be harmful to the beneficial garden insects, pollinators and wildlife... Children and pets can be adversely affected by the use of commercial weed-killing products as well.’ https://homeguides.sfgate.com/make-ecofriendly-weed-killer-46055.html


� ‘Artificial light at night (ALAN) is closely associated with modern societies and is rapidly increasing worldwide. A dynamically growing body of literature shows that ALAN poses a serious threat to all levels of biodiversity – from genes to ecosystems.’ https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fevo.2021.767177/full


� ‘There is no clear scientific evidence that increased outdoor lighting deters crimes. It may make us feel safer, but has not been shown to make us safer.’ International Dark-Sky Association. https://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/lighting-crime-and-safety/


� ‘Together We Can’ Toolkit https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/together-we-can-toolkit





� https://www.sas.org.uk/plastic-free-communities-2/


� � HYPERLINK "http://mevagisseyparishcouncil.co.uk/NDP/NDP%20Issue%202.0.pdf" ��Mevagissey Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) �Page 5, Policy No 10. Providing for sustainable energy provision and use to protect the health and comfort of residents. https://www.mevagisseyparishcouncil.co.uk





� https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/nature-on-your-doorstep/garden-activities/stop-mowing-your-lawn-for-nature/


� https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-build-pond


� https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/media/ozyn0hwx/cc-ndp-guidance-on-dark-night-sky.pdf


� An example of such an initiative: https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/council-news/together-for-families/walk-to-school-week-2022/


� Example from Gloucester Tourist Information: https://www.gloucester.gov.uk/media/1965/responsible-visitor-charter-pdf.pdf


� https://www.theenglishgarden.co.uk/expert-advice/increase-biodiversity-garden/ 


� https://sustainability.yale.edu/blog/6-ways-preserve-biodiversity


� The UK average carbon footprint is about 10 tonnes of CO2e per person per year. This is about double the world average. https://www.carbonindependent.org/49.html 


� https://carbon-calculator.climatehero.me/


� South West Water is our water supplier and has introduced a series of climate action policies:  https://www.southwestwater.co.uk/environment/eco-h2o/securing-future/


� https://www.imperial.ac.uk/stories/climate-action/
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